Feast of Santo Nino

On Sunday January 17, in the Philippines, we celebrate the Feast of the Sto. Nino, focusing us on
the theme of “submission to authority”, and on putting our “trust and dependence” on God,
through Jesus His Son, whatever may be our present circumstances. As we seek Jesus daily in our
lives, it is important to live and embrace in our hearts and minds, the childhood of Jesus because it
is from His childlike attributes and character, that we learn the full meaning of dependence and
unwavering trust in the Father. In the gospel, Jesus’ total dependence on the Father is so over-
whelming that, with no concern for the consequences, the child Jesus, not even in his teens yet,
remained in Jerusalem separated from His earthly parents, discussing scripture at the temple with
the teachers of the law.

As parents, we can well empathize with Joseph and Mary, and their concern and apprehension for
their missing son, who could not be found among relatives traveling back home from their annual
trip to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. What fear and anxiety they must have felt as they went
about searching for Him for the next 3 days, only to eventually find Him at the temple in Jerusa-
lem. A 12 year old boy, displaying astonishing wisdom, knowledge and understanding; discours-
ing with teachers, scribes and distinguished leaders. Even more disconcerting was His almost
seemingly rude or dismissive response when confronted by His earthly parents about His disap-
pearance. On top of a possible sound spanking, He might never have heard the end of it from to-
day’s parents.

However, this incident could have been the first time Jesus reveals or confirms to His earthly par-
ents His sonship to the Father. His response to their questioning also speaks of God the Father’s
pre-eminence in His life. In His obedience to the Father, over and above His duty to His earthly
parents demonstrates total dependence and trust in the Father. At the end of the incident, Jesus
dutifully goes home with Mary and Joseph, and the gospel tells us that He was obedient to them,
as He advanced in wisdom and age, gaining favor before God and man.

The gospel demonstrates what should be the supremacy of God in our lives, and how, if we truly
know the person of Jesus as the Son of God, we can entrust our whole life to Him for He knows
what is best for us. Jesus trusted us with His life, undeserving as we are. In the same manner, we
are expected to treat others with prudence, wisdom, understanding, and compassion that we may
find peace, for truly, Jesus is the Prince of Peace.

But like the Santo Nino himself, we cannot remain a child forever. We need to mature in our rela-
tionship with the Father. As children, we are weak, we falter and make mistakes. For this reason
we need to immerse ourselves in prayers, in reading and in studying the word of God if we really
want the Triune God to be evident in our lives. Furthermore, if Jesus engaged the scribes, the
Pharisees and every know-it-all of his generation, neither should we be fence-sitters but bearers
and sharers of God’s of Word, bringing the Good News of Salvation to others with patient endur-
ance, compassion and love despite of and inspite of our many shortcomings. (WSC Guide 17Jan10 Phil)
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

ORDER:

Continue to spread the good news of salvation,
and declare His marvelous deeds to all, so that
His name will be praised among all peoples of
the world.

REFLECTION:

This Sunday’s gospel reading gives us an ac-
count of the wedding feast of Cana to which
Mary and Jesus were invited. According to St.
John, it was at this wedding that Jesus per-
formed His first miracle. This came about from

THEME: the quiet intervention of Mary who did so to
spare the newlyweds from the embarrassment
The sonship of Jesus is manifested upon those of having the wine run out. And while Jesus’
who nurture and exercise their spiritual gifts. reply seemed indifferent, Mary believed in
Him so much that she told the servants to do
WORD: whatever Jesus told them to do. Jesus knew the

consequences of hearkening to His mother’s

Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-12 request. It would be the first time that He

Living Water - January 15, 2010

would reveal to His discples the kind of power
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He had. And His life would never be His own again, as He would make Himself known to all the
guests who were there. But the time had come for the glory of God to be revealed in Him and,
heeding His mother’s request, Jesus transformed the water into wine.

The fact that Jesus performed His first miracle at a wedding shows how deeply He honors mar-
riage. And the fact that this miracle was one of transformation represents how much Jesus wants
to transform every marriage into the holiness that He desires for married couples. God wants to
bless married life, for a man and woman to be a sacrament for each other as He gives them a new
heart filled with His own love.

God can change every marriage from the “water” filled with impurities to the “choice wine” filled
with His grace. But first He has to be invited. A marriage should be a love triangle with Jesus right
in the middle of it. Jesus wants to make every marriage a sign of His love. With their cooperation,
God gives a married couple the graces they need as they form, together with their children, their
own domestic little church.

Yet as we know, the fact is that there is not a day that passes when families and marriages are not
being assailed by the devil and his cohorts. We live in a world where sin has been justified and is
even protected by law — like abortion and same sex marriage. More and more children are grow-
ing up in homes broken by divorce, infidelity, and abuse. And because they cannot find within
their family circle the love, comfort and security they crave, they search for them in all the wrong
places, like the streets, where they become victims of alcoholism, drug addiction, and even suicide.
Untold numbers of them end up cohabiting, without benefit of marriage.

Last Friday, as our Community gathered for its traditional “Family Day Mass”, the celebrant, Fr.
Joe, gave a stirring homily of how all families are called to holiness. We pray that our BLD Family
ca become a sign for the world of how it is to live close to the heart of Jesus, guided by the exam-
ples of Joseph and Mary - the Holy Family. Let us pray for our children and our youth that the
Blood of Jesus will cover them and protect them from the seductions being offered by the world.
For married couples, let us pray for Jesus to fill our jars of life — wherein are contained our strug-
gles and challenges and our conscious efforts to obey Him and to love our spouses in the way He
loves His Church. May our homes be a place where Jesus is welcomed, where His kingdom can
grow and flourish and where His transforming work in us will become a shining light to all the
world.

DIRECTION:

«  Intensify our evangelization program.

« Do regular acts of mercy, reaching out to our brothers and sisters, especially those who do not
know Him.

«  Continue to progress in your relationship with Christ through daily mass, reading and medi-
tating on His word, regular visit to the Blessed Sacrament.
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“You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the Lord, a royal diadem held by your God.” (Is 62:3)

ANNOUNCEMENT

From the Pastoral Services Ministry

There will be a Circle Shepherds” Assembly on January 27th, Wednesday evening at the OLA Base-
ment Hall. Registration starts at 7:00 PM

Invitees are all Pastoral Heads (DCS, DLCs), Circle Shepherds and Class Shepherds (ME #30 & ME
#31) and current FE Shepherds.

Please contact Ross and Rose Dioso at 416-966-1803 if you have any questions or concerns.

YOUTH LSS #11 CANDIDATES

The last Orientation Session is on Friday, January 15, 2010
(after the Youth Praise & Worship (PNW)).

Registration forms will be given to the candidates at the Orientation.

First Shepherding Session starts on Friday, January 29, 2010
(after the Youth PNW)

Toronto Teaching Schedule
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Date Time Topic Venue Attendees
Jan 25 8:00 - 10:00PM | Advanced Intercession Part 1 |OLA Hall| Intercessory Ministry
Members
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