REMINDER FROM THE MISSION MINISTRY
OLA LSS #1 GRAND REUNION

Sunday, April 25, 2010 @ 1:30| 4:00 p.m. At OLA Basement

From the Singles Ministry

The Singles Encounter Weekend #13 which will be held on May 14 -16, 2010 at Mount Mary
Immaculate Retreat Centre is fast approaching and we are still accepting applications.

For those who have picked up an application, please submit it as soon as possible along with a
deposit of $60.00 so that we can reserve a spot for you or your candidate. The total cost for the
weekend is $135.00 per person

Members of the Singles Ministry will be in the basement before and after the worship to answer
any questions and also to receive applications.

Flores de Mayo sa BLD
2010 BLD Spring Dance

May 1, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. @ Humberwood Community Centre

Do you now have your tickets? Are you bringing your children and grandchildren (and cameras)
to join our procession with the Philippine Heritage Band? Come to the Spring Dance table in the
church basement hall before and after Corporate Worship and find out more exciting things we
have in store for you. As they are now sold out, please return any unsold tickets to us ASAP so we
can sell them to those who are interested but have no tickets yet.

On May 1%, the registration table will open at 5:00 p.m. Please come early. We will reserve a table
at the dance for your group only if you request it and if your tickets are paid.

(Sponsored by ME Class No. 30)

Toronto Teaching Schedule
For a complete and up-to-date Teaching Schedule, visit: www.bldtoronto.com

DATE TIME TOPIC VENUE INVITEES
Gifts & Fruit of the Holy Spirit/
Apr 24 | 9:00am to 3:00pm | Understanding Corporate Worship Chapel LSS 23/24
Shepherds’ Recollection/
May 1 | 9:00am to 4:00pm | Refresher Course OLA Hall * Disciples
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BUKAS-LOOB SA DIYOSAOPEN IN SPIRIT TO GOD
Toronto District

Fourth Sunday of Easter

THEME:

We seek heavenly things when we become
instruments of salvation.

WORD:

Ac 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-3, 5; Rv 7:9, 14b-17;
Jn 10:27-30

ORDER:
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REFLECTION:

In this Sunday’s readings, we are reminded
that as Christians, Jesus leads us, guides us
and uses us, to bring salvation to ourselves
and to those around us.

Through our circumstances in life, God leads
us to become people of faith. Through the
Holy Spirit in us, God sends His love and
mercy to be shared with others. We, as the
light of Christ, must shine so that others can
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light the whole world by spreading Jesus’ message of salvation. To achieve this mission, we will
take our inspiration from Ac 13:48: “as many as had been destined for eternal life became béligvers
are His tools for reaching out to those who do not know Him. Our words and actions must point to
God the Father and bring praise and glory to Him.

It is not easy to become instruments of Jesus’ mission on earth. Like St. Paul and St. Barnabas who
were met with resistance and hostility as they proclaimed God’s word, we, too, can meet persecu-
tion through hardships and suffering that can weaken our faith in Jesus. Living the Christian life,
witnessing for Jesus, can bring rejection and hostility around us even among our close family and
friends and within our places of work.

Jesus said, “Wherever you are not welcome, shake the dust off your feet and Moielof:5) We are to
speak fearlessly on anything that touches on the heart of our faith. God will not hold us responsi-
ble for the resistance of others but will strengthen us to pursue farther. On the other hand, we must
appreciate and should not feel jealous of others who are joyfully and successfully working for
Godly purposes. We have to be supportive and encouraging of them, especially our priests and
parishes. We have to live a life of service and sacrifice, doing works of love and kindness. Our wit-
nessing will be strongly credible if we are able to shepherd our own children towards knowing and
loving God.

We should seek heavenly things and not dwell on the temporal reliefs and comfort that the world
offers. When persecuted, we have to pray more to hear His comforting and strengthening words.
Then we will be able to endure, as we fix our hearts and minds on Jesus who endured His own
Passion and Death and became victorious through His Resurrection. By His grace, we too, will rise
above our own persecutions and be strengthened to die to ourselves for the good of others in His
name’s sake. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we will find wisdom and joy in witnessing. Our great

reward waits for us in heaven where there will be “OOwWOOUT wi UOT 1 UOwdOUwPI DI

away the tears of our sorrofvs(Rv 7:16-17)

Through our loving and compassionate words and actions, amidst hostility and persecution, we
acknowledge and proclaim God as our Saviour, our Father and Mighty Creator. “We are His peopl
the sheep of His pastufgPs 100:3) We belong to Him, and to His Church, destined to live with Him
forever in heaven. There is no better way to honor Him than to boldly and passionately speak
about His love and mercy to the outside world, to the unbelievers and to non-Christians. We are to
share with them His promised eternal life to us.
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Jesus said in Jn 10:27, “my sheep hear my voice and they follow.rjesus leads us to the springs of the
water of life as we abide in God’s commands. With Jesus, nothing can separate us from God nor
snatch us from His guiding hand, if we listen and respond to His promptings as He leads us to
eternal life.

We are called to witness. Witnessing is all about living our lives the way Jesus did. Knowing Him
intimately is the surest way we can do it. Let us strengthen our relationship with Him by faithfully
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reading His Word and frequently receiving the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.
Recognizing the works of God by supporting, participating and rejoicing in the successes of His
mission is one way of teaming up with all of God’s people. United, we can “bring salvation to thg
ends of the earth (Ac 13:47).

DIRECTIONS:

«  The Word of God was first spoken to you. Listen to the voice of the Lord. Make yourself avail-
able. Continue to help others through the grace of God.

«  Find strength in the Lord your Shepherd. Be a guide to the waters of life and wipe away every
tear from the eyes of those brought to your care. Let no one snatch them out from the Father’s
hand.

«  Be filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. Worship the Lord with gladness. Come into His
presence with singing.
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Christ the Good Shepherd

"I am the good shepherd. | know my o#iby which I mean I love them -? EOE wOa wOROwO O«

In plain words: those who love me are willing to follow me, for anyone who does not love the
truth has not yet come to know it.

My dear brethren, you have heard the test we pastors have to undergo. Turn now to consider
how these words of our Lord imply a test for yourselves also. Ask yourselves whether you
belong to his flock, whether you know him, whether the light of his truth shines in your
minds. I assure you that it is not by faith that you will come to know him, but by love; not by
mere conviction, but by action. John the evangelist is my authority for this statement. He tells
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before this he had declared: “If anyone enters the sheepfold through me he shall be saved; he
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he will go out to vision, from belief to contemplation, and will graze in the good pastures of
everlasting life.

Pope St. Gregory the Great
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